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Sketching as a Tool
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Sketching, The Forgotten Design Tool (V] Record Audio
e}

Designers have a wide range of software tools at our disposal - yet one tool is available to everyone,
regardless of experience, reputation, software platform - sketching. ¥ VIDEO

As kids, we spent hours drawing and sketching ideas. Drawing was our way to capture thoughts, || Record Video
explore ideas and share those ideas with others. Sketching is still buried deep inside every one of us,
waiting to be released as a design tool |

When tight deadlines and busy schedules put the pressure on, | feel temptation to jump to the
computer to solve my design and development problems. I've learned to resist these temptations,
because | know when | sketch out ideas on paper | find the space to sketch and think helps me solve
problems before getting technical.

Why the emphasis on sketching as a tool? Because sketching offers a way to explore a variety of ideas
quickly, consider options outside of the standard ways we tend to go, and can invite constructive
discussion around ideas which can be stifled by overly-finished work.

| this article I'll share the reasons for considering sketching as a tool, show samples of how sketching
has helped my own design practice and references to help make sketching an indispensable design ¥ SLIDES
tool in your own design workflow.

| can't Sketch! I'm Not and Artist!
So often | hear "I'm not a good artist” or "l can't draw”™ when sketching is suggested as a design tool -
that's not the point. The artistic quality of your sketching is a distant second to effective exploration
and capture of good ideas. An ugly sketch has beauty in it's ability to capture a great idea and invite
constructive discussion around it.

This is visual thinking we're talking about - with heavy emphasis on the thinking. Give yourself lots of

grace and remember it's about ideas not draftsmanship.

Benefits of Sketching
(‘! Notes from September 21, 2011 [~ Characters: 9221 (8 Recorded: 0:00:09
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Sketching as a Tool Wednesday, September 21, 2011 11:03:42 PM
Sketching, The Forgotten Design Tool SecondConf Preo Notes Wednesday, September 21, 2011 10:15:31 PM

[Mustrating REWORK sSunday, September 4, 2011 2:43:53 AM

Designing Pear Note 2.0 Sunday, September 4, 2011 12:24:37 AM
As kids, we spent hours drawing and sketching ideas. Drawing was our  ALA-Sketching-as-a-Tool Saturday, September 3, 2011 3:45:11 PM
explore ideas and share those ideas with others. Sketching is still buried Sharing-Feature-2010-07-08 Saturday, September 3, 2011 2:40:44 PM
waiting to be released as a design tool. Sharing-Feature-2010-07-08  Saturday, September 3, 2011 2:40:44 PM

When tight deadlines and busy schedules put the pressure on, | feel ten Sketching as a Tool Friday, December 3, 2010 8:56:11 PM Central
computer to solve my design and development problems. I've learned tgEa=1 (=0 (thm
because | know when | sketch out ideas on paper | find the space to ske
problems before getting technical.

Designers have a wide range of software tools at our disposal - yet one”
regardless of experience, reputation, software platform - sketching.

Illustrating REWORK: Part 2 of 2

: ! : In part 1 of lllustrating REWORK, | wrote about the start of the project,
y | -
Why the emphasis on sketching as a tool? Because sketching offers a w: generating concepts and capturing them as pencil sketches for review and

qf"iCng consider ‘:’F’“GHE “’-ftSidE of the :_atandar'd ways WE.tE”d 1090, 8 spproval. In part 2, I'll go into depth on the process of converting those pencil
discussion around ideas which can be stifled by overly-finished work. concept sketches into final production art for the book.

| this article I'll share the reasons for considering sketching as a tool, sk |nking

has helped my own design practice and references to help make sketch Using batches of approved pencil sketches, | began inking illustrations for the

tool in your own design workflow. book. Batching was important for inking the illustrations, as | could get into a
groove and knock out multiple pieces at a time. It also provided a consistency of
style, important with such a large group of closely related illustrations.

| can't Sketch! I'm Not and Artist!

So often | hear "I'm not a good artist" or "l can't draw” when sketching is To sketchnote an event, | listen to a speaker and capture ideas live, in real-time,
that's not the point. The artistic quality of your sketching is a distant se 4SIng only a gel pen and a Moleskine pocket sketchbook. On the REWORK

and capture of good ideas. An ugly sketch has beauty in it's ability to cz project | had the luxury and flexibility of taking a more methodical approach to
cansbiimtive Biteuss i apnund it the final illustrations for the book.

Inimls #tlhameE '"Ad coe lntsn lned saimiorsn clhinmoanse o s mockbmlie o

This is visual thinking we're talking about - with heavy emphasis on the
grace and remember it's about ideas not draftsmanship.

Benefits of Sketching

As |'ve developed my design process over the years, |I've made sketching a key component. Particularly
___insaal and LI dacian sehare manw mowvinn narte af tho 1 camo tnnathor it'c eritical in the ool
(1! Notes from September 21, 2011 [4] Characters: 9221  (# Recorded: 0:00:09
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} yT—— Sunday Sermon - Down from the Mountain
| Club Meeting

Scripture: Exodus 24:12-18 & Matthew 17:1-9

—
Lo DE“EIDPE" Confere... Mountaintop experiences can be tempting to hang on to.

— o ) We want to press pause, avoid going back to the real world, and just live in that moment.
| Distinguished lecture Similar reaction to Peter on the mountain. He just wants to camp out and stay a while.
But they couldn't stay on the mountain, they had a journey to take.

| 1 Ediimnatinn Clacs

] ] f:) e We have to face the challenges of the hard stuff, not just stay on the mountaintop.
Can't fast forward from one mountaintop to another, we have to go through the valley.
Life is not a DVR, we have to go through it all.

And that's good. The mountaintop doesn't mean anything without the valley.

Jesus's resurrection is meaningless without the crucifixion.|
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Sketching as a Tool

Sketching, The Forgotten Design Tool

Designers have a wide range of software tools at our disposal - yet one tool is available to everyone,
regardless of experience, reputation, software platform - sketching.

As kids, we spent hours drawing and sketching ideas. Drawing was our way to capture thoughts, explore
ideas and share those ideas with others. Sketching is still buried deep inside every one of us, waiting to
be released as a design tool.

When tight deadlines and busy schedules put the pressure on, | feel temptation to jump to the computer

to solve my design and development problems. |'ve learned to resist these temptations, because | know
when | sketch out ideas on paper | find the space to sketch and think helps me solve problems before
getting technical.

Why the emphasis on sketching as a tool? Because sketching offers a way to explore a variety of ideas
quickly, consider options outside of the standard ways we tend to go, and can invite constructive
discussion around ideas which can be stifled by overly-finished work.

| this article I'll share the reasons for considering sketching as a tool, show samples of how sketching has
helped my own design practice and references to help make sketching an indispensable design tool in
your own design workflow.

| can't Sketch! I'm Not and Artist!
So often | hear "I'm not a good artist" or "l can't draw" when sketching is suggested as a design tool -
that's not the point. The artistic quality of your sketching is a distant second to effective exploration and
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